MANIFESTO   ON   BEHALF   OF   TOLERATION

harmoniously together. "Let us be tolerant towards one
another, and let no one condemn another's belief."
Heresy hunts are needless, as is any sort of persecution of
opinion. Whereas Calvin, in his exculpation, had ad-
jured princes to use fire and sword for the unsparing
extirpation of heresy, Castellio implores the potentates to
"incline, rather, to the side of clemency, and never yield
to those who incite you to murder, for they will not stand
beside you as helpers when you are called to your last
account; they will have enough to do in order to defend
themselves. Believe me, if Christ were here on earth to-
day, He would never advise you to kill those who call on
His name, even though they may err upon some detail,
or may deviate from the right path."

Dispassionately, as is proper when intellectual prob-
lems call for solution, Sebastian Castellio discussed the
thorny question of the guilt or innocence of so-called
heretics. He carefully weighed the pros and cons; and
demanded the establishment of a city of spiritual free-
dom to which these hunted wretches might resort for
asylum. Though he felt certain of his ground, he pre-
sented his opinions humbly, whereas the sectarians, like
cheapjacks in the market-place, extolled their dogmatic
wares noisily. Each of these narrow-minded doctrinaires
screamed from his pulpit that he and no other was hawk-
ing the true belief, that only through his voice and in his
words could God's will be proclaimed, whilst Castellio
said simply: "I do not speak to you claiming to be a
prophet sent by God, but as a man drawn from the
masses, who detests contentiousness, and whose only
wish is that religion shall seek to establish itself not
through quarrels, but through compassionate love, not
through outward practice, but through the inward
service of the heart." Doctrinaires talked to one another
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